


We continue our story right where we left off 

➡️ Pilate literally washed his hands 
(thinking he was free of guilt) 

➡️ the people cursed themselves and their
children (with their lips)



WHICH CROWDS SHOWED UP AT THE CROSS ?

WHO DO THEY REPRESENT ?



AT THE CROSS, MAN DID HIS ABSOLUTE 
WORST…..

BUT GOD DID HIS BEST!!!!



THE 1ST CROWD: 

EARTHLY GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES



Matthew 27:26 King James Version
26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and 
when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him 
to be crucified.



The soldiers “scourged” Jesus means he 
was stripped and beaten with a whip





The Roman scourge was a multi-stranded whip:

➡️ was made of leather straps w/small circular 
ends at each end

➡️ these ends were made of sharp bone
fragments, spikes, and metal pieces

➡️ prisoners often died from this because they 
were lashed until near death or death itself

➡️ this punishment left you permanently scarred and 
disfigured, it was intended to prolong suffering



Isaiah 50:6 King James Version
6 I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my 
face from shame and spitting.



Matthew 27:27-28 King James Version
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 
into the common hall, and gathered unto him 
the whole band of soldiers.
28 And they stripped him, and put on him a 
scarlet robe.



Christ is humiliated before a large group of soldiers

➡️ We don’t how many soldiers there were

➡️ This was done to save us. Sometimes, this is what
it takes for people to receive God



1 Corinthians 4:9 King James Version
9 For I think that God hath set forth us the 
apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for 
we are made a spectacle unto the world, and 
to angels, and to men.



Hebrews 10:32-33 King James Version
32 But call to remembrance the former days, in 
which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a 
great fight of afflictions;
33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock
both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, 
whilst ye became companions of them that 
were so used.



The scarlet robes was put on Jesus 
after they stripped him naked

➡️ this symbolizes Christ bearing the weight of our
sins



Matthew 27:29-30 King James Version
29 And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in 
his right hand: and they bowed the knee 
before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King 
of the Jews!
30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, 
and smote him on the head.



The thorns of the crown pierced the skin on his head, 
to make him bleed down his head and face

➡️ thorns represent a symbol of God’s curse upon 
the Earth



Genesis 3:18 King James Version
18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth 
to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 
field;



Galatians 3:13 King James Version
13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree:



Christ held the weak reed in his hand

➡️ the reed represents kingdoms of the world that
will fade away

➡️ Christ held this weak reed temporarily, in order 
to gain the eternal scepter/staff of the universe



THE ROBE, REED AND CROWN OF THORNS 
ARE ALL DONE 

TO MAKE JESUS LOOK LIKE A FOOL!!!!!

THIS IS WHAT THE EARTHLY 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES

CONTINUE TO DO TO THE LORD OF THE 
UNIVERSE!!!!!



The fake bowing and homage is just more spite, 
spitting on Jesus shows their true heart condition



WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME SOMEONE SPIT 
ON YOU BECAUSE OF YOUR LOYALTY TO GOD???



Psalm 2:12 King James Version
12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 
little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in 
him.



“Smote him on the head” means they kept beating 
him over the head with the reed

➡️ Greek word for smote him (etupton/etypton)
means they kept beating him

➡️ They probably took turns beating him by passing
the reed around 



Matthew 27:31-32 King James Version
31 And after that they had mocked him, they 
took the robe off from him, and put his own 
raiment on him, and led him away to crucify 
him.
32 And as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to 
bear his cross.



Always remember after all this torture, the soldiers 
stripped Christ again and made him put back 

on his own clothes



THIS REAGGRAVATED ALL HIS WOUNDS!!!!



➡️ The dried blood clinging to the robe, when 
ripped away, opened up and blood began to 
pour out again

➡️ In removing the mock robe, it represents the 
attitude of the world and its representatives 
refusing to pay homage to Christ 



Matthew 28:18 King James Version
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.



John 5:22-23 King James Version
22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son:
23 That all men should honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father which hath 
sent him.



THE 2ND CROWD: 

SOCIETAL FAILURES



Matthew 27:38 King James Version
38 Then were there two thieves crucified with 
him, one on the right hand, and another on the 
left.



We don’t know the thieves names!!!



What had gone wrong in their lives? 

What about their hopes and dreams?

What about their family members and their 
concerns for these men?



NO ONE IS BORN A CRIMINAL!!!!!



What choices led them to a life of crime?

Was there no one that could’ve helped them?



Jesus had come to meet troubled people like 
these men and change them



Isaiah 53:12 King James Version
12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors.



1 Timothy 1:15 King James Version
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.



THE 3RD CROWD: 

REPRESENTATIVES OF ORGANIZED RELIGION



Matthew 27:39-43 King James Version
39 And they that passed by reviled him, 
wagging their heads,
40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the 
temple, and buildest it in three days, save 
thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down 
from the cross.
41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, 
with the scribes and elders, said,



42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If 
he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him.
43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, 
if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of 
God.



Their "religion" was all outward

These church folk were prime culprits in 
bringing Jesus to his death at the cross



They thought killing Christ would 
secure their positions of power



WHAT DO PEOPLE WITH POWER WANT??

MORE POWER!!!!



These religious leaders violated all the rules 
and oaths that they had taken

JUST LIKE TODAY 
IN OUR MODERN SOCIETY!!!!



Christ’s death would break their lust 
and desire for power



1 Timothy 2:5-6 King James Version
5 For there is one God, and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.



THE 4TH CROWD: 

REPRESENTATIVE OF ALL BACKSLIDERS



Matthew 26:69-75 King James Version
69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a 
damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast
with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before 
them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest.
71 And when he was gone out into the porch, 
another maid saw him, and said unto them 
that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus 
of Nazareth.



72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not 
know the man. 73 And after a while came unto 
him they that stood by, and said to Peter, 
Surely thou also art one of them; for thy 
speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to 
curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. 
And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter 
remembered the word of Jesus, which said 
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept 
bitterly.



Peter’s denial of Christ 

➡️ He chose the “crowd” and followed afar off



: “sat without the palace”:

➡️ means he was sitting with the crowd 
that rejected Christ 

➡️ this was the last place he should’ve been



2 Corinthians 6:17-18 King James Version
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 
the unclean thing; and I will receive you.
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almight



2 Thessalonians 3:6 King James Version
6 Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us.



: Peter’s denial was 3-fold:

➡️ by crowd (ignorance)

➡️ by oath (apostasy)

➡️ by cursing and swearing (perjury/blasphemy)



DO YOU SEE HOW IT ESCALATES 
FROM BEGINNING TO END??

HOW MANY DENY CHRIST 
THE SAME WAY TODAY??



2 Timothy 1:8  King James Version
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: 
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the 
gospel according to the power of God;



Deuteronomy 31:6 King James Version
6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor 
be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it is 
that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee.



AS WE CONTINUE OUR WALK THE ROAD 
TO RESURRECTION SUNDAY,

ASK YOURSELF WHAT “CROWD” AT 
THE CROSS DO YOU BELONG TO?



WILL YOU TORTURE AND MOCK GOD LIKE 
THE ROMAN SOLDIERS DID?

THE SOLDIERS WHO REPRESENT 
EARTHLY GOVERNMENT?



WILL YOU GIVE UP ON GOD LIKE 
THE THIEVES DID?

BECAUSE SOCIETY HAD GIVEN UP ON 
THEM?



WILL YOU GIVE UP ON GOD LIKE 
WILL YOU BE LIKE THE REPRESENTATIVES OF 

ORGANIZED RELIGION?

THE CHURCH LEADERS WHO MOCKED GOD, 
INFLUENCED PEOPLE TO MAKE THE WRONG CHOICE, 

AND PLAYED A DIRECT ROLE IN HIS DEATH?



THE ANSWER HAS TO BE NO!!!!

INSTEAD, LET US BE LIKE THE 5TH 
AND FINAL “CROWD”



THE 5TH CROWD: 

TRUE BELIEVERS



Matthew 27:54 King James Version
54 Now when the centurion, and they that were 
with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, 
and those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.



Despite all the “crowds”, it is one 
man’s lead who we should follow



THE UNNAMED CENTURION WHO WAS 
CONVICTED….

LET HIM BE OUR EXAMPLE!!!!!



ON THE ROAD TO RESURRECTION SUNDAY, 
LET US SEE JESUS AT THE CROSS

AMONGST ALL THE “CROWDS” AS LORD AND 
BELIEVE FOR ALL THE WORLD TO KNOW!!!




