
A GREAT BANQUET
A GREAT HOST

A GREAT SERVANT



One of Jesus’ many famous 
parables is this well known story



There are several usual questions that 
are asked regarding this parable



What is meant by this great feast?

Who are the first/second/third 
groups that are invited?

What do they represent?



WE’RE GOING TO FOCUS ON THE 
NEGLECTED PERSON IN THIS STORY



THE UNKNOWN AND UNNAMED SERVANT



Luke 14:1 King James Version
14 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of 
one of the chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath
day, that they watched him.



This is the setting for our story

→ Jesus was still at the feast of one of the
chief Pharisees on the Sabbath



They previously questioned him about 
healing on the Sabbath

→ He earlier tells them a parable about a
wedding feast



Luke 14:14-15 King James Version
14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just.
15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he 
that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God.



Jesus mentions the resurrection , which 
makes the Pharisee respond with praise



Most likely, he saw himself and other Jews 
only at this feast with no outsiders



Jesus was about to correct that way of 
thinking through another parable



Luke 14:16-17 King James Version
16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great 
supper, and bade many:
17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.



These two verses give us 3 major points 
to focus on right away



1. 
The invitation to the banquet is to MANY people



In real life, how is this accomplished?

→ church→ TV/radio → from preachers

→ from other believers → by reading the 
Bible



2. 
The invitation is given MORE THAN ONCE



It is first sent out to inform people 
of the coming banquet

→ Then it is followed up as soon as 
“all things are ready”



YOU CAN’T SAY YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT IT!!!!!



3. 
The invitation was ACCEPTED BY ALL 

THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!!!!

WHY?



The servant was sent out to 
“them that were bidden”, or in other words, 

the people that were invited already 



These people had already accepted, 
now they were being told to come



THESE PEOPLE HAD CLAIMED TO ACCEPT 
GOD’S INVITATION, BUT AS WE WILL SEE 

SHORTLY THEY NEVER PLANNED ON COMING IN 
THE FIRST PLACE



WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU BACKED OUT OF 
A COMMITMENT YOU MADE TO GOD??



Mark 7:6  King James Version
6 He answered and said unto them, Well hath 
Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, This people honoureth me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from me.



Titus 1:16 King James Version
16 They profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good work 
reprobate.



It is part of our job description 
to be ambassadors for Christ



2 Corinthians 5:20 King James Version
20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you 
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.



Reaching people one-on-one is just as 
effective now as it has ever been



Remember, the servant is sent first to those 
who knew about the feast



THE WORST PART OF THE STORY NOW ARRIVES:

THE EXCUSES



BUT HERE’S THE TWIST:

IT IS ALSO THE BEST PART OF THE STORY!!!



IT SHOWS HOW DEDICATED AND FAITHFUL

THE SERVANT WAS!!!



IT SHOWS HOW DEDICATED AND FAITHFUL

THE SERVANT WAS!!!



Luke 14:18-20 King James Version
18 And they all with one consent began to make 
excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: 
I pray thee have me excused.
19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have 
me excused. 20 And another said, I have married 
a wife, and therefore I cannot come.



FIRST EXCUSE:

SOMEONE TOO WRAPPED UP IN BUSINESS



NO ONE BUYS A FIELD/PIECE OF LAND/PROPERTY

WITHOUT INSPECTING IT FIRST!!!!



YOUR BUSINESS OR THE BUSINESS 
OF DOING BUSINESS 

SHOULD NEVER INTERFERE WITH GOD



2 Timothy 2:4 King James Version
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with 
the affairs of this life; that he may please him 
who hath chosen him to be a soldier.



Psalm 39:6 King James Version
6 Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: 
surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up 
riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.



Luke 8:14 King James Version
14 And that which fell among thorns are they, 
which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares and riches and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.



SECOND EXCUSE:

SOMEONE TOO WRAPPED UP 
IN WHAT THEY BOUGHT



Whenever we buy something, it is human nature 
to want to “test” it out



Slide: This can be a major stumbling block 
to our relationship with God



Revelation 3:17 King James Version
17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 
with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and 
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:



Isaiah 47:8 King James Version
8 Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to 
pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest in 
thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I 
shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the 
loss of children:



Deuteronomy 32:15 King James Version
15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou art 
waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered 
with fatness; then he forsook God which made 
him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his 
salvation.



THIRD EXCUSE:

SOMEONE TOO WRAPPED UP IN THEIR OWN FAMILY



YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS CAN NOT SAVE YOU!!!!



Marriage is ordained by God, but it doest not 
supercede when God calls on you



Luke 14:33 King James Version
33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple.



Deuteronomy 10:12 King James Version
12 And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul,



ALL OF THESE PEOPLE REJECTED 
THE SERVANT’S INVITATION



HAS BEING REJECTED MADE YOU FEEL 
LIKE A LOSER?? 



HAS IT MADE YOU WANT TO GIVE UP?

TO QUIT

TO FOLD?

TO NOT TRUST GOD ANYMORE?



TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION…..

LET US ASK ANOTHER



HOW DID THE SERVANT RESPOND 
IN THE FACE OF THIS REJECTION??



LIKE A FAITHFUL CHILD OF GOD SHOULD!!! 

LIKE A CHAMPION!!



Luke 14:21-22 King James Version
21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord 
these things. Then the master of the house being 
angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the 
blind.
22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou 
hast commanded, and yet there is room.



The “master of the house” aka the Lord gets 
angry at all the excuse makers

SURPRISE!!!!



These people do not realize 
the depths of what they have done



→ They showed no concern for all the
preparations God has done up to that point

→ The deception in accepting the 1st invitation,
knowing full well they were never planning on
coming in the first place



Ephesians 5:5-6 King James Version
5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor 
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an 
idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God.
6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience.



Romans 2:8 King James Version
8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation and wrath,



IN THE FACE OF REJECTION FOR DOING GOD’S WORK, 

DID THE SERVANT DESPAIR? 

DID HE DROWN IN SELF-PITY?



NO……HE TOLD GOD EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED!!



WE CAN TELL GOD ABOUT OUR DISAPPOINTMENTS

DO NOT EVER BE EMBARRASSED!!!!



The servant's mission has been accomplished 



God’s plans will not be stopped, 
so what does he do next?



Luke 14:23-24 King James Version
23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and compel them 
to come in, that my house may be filled.
24 For I say unto you, That none of those men 
which were bidden shall taste of my supper.



MISSION ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE SERVANT MEANS….

ITS TIME FOR A NEW MISSION!!!!



DID YOU THINK YOU WERE DONE?

DID YOU THINK IT WAS OVER??



THERE ARE STILL PLENTY OF PEOPLE THAT
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BANQUET!!!!



2 Timothy 4:2 King James Version
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine.



Acts 5:20 King James Version
20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the 
people all the words of this life.



Luke 9:60 King James Version
60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their 
dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of 
God.



NOTE HOW IT SAYS IN VERSE 24 
THOSE EXCUSE MAKERS

SHALL NOT BE INVITED 
BACK TO TASTE THE LORD’S SUPPER!!!!



A GREAT BANQUET

A GREAT HOST

A GREAT SERVANT



WHEN GOD INVITES YOU TO HIS FEAST OR 
TO DO HIS WORK, HOW WILL YOU RESPOND?



WILL YOU BE LIKE ONE OF THE EXCUSE 
MAKERS?? 

DECEIVING THE LORD BY ACCEPTING AND 
NOT SHOWING UP FOR YOUR ASSIGNMENT??



OR WILL YOU BE LIKE THE SERVANT, FAITHFUL 
AND OBEDIENT IN THE FACE OF REJECTION?



LET’S US STRIVE TO BE LIKE THE SERVANT 
IN OUR MODERN TIMES,

GOD STILL HAS PLENTY OF MISSIONS 
FOR US TO COMPLETE!!!



A GREAT BANQUET
A GREAT HOST

A GREAT SERVANT


