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The finale to our series on the resurrection



Where we left off last,
we saw all the different “crowds” at the cross

= all played a significant role in Jesus’ death
= despite all the crowds, it was an unnamed

Roman centurion who was convicted that
day at Calvary



Let’s take a look at the aftermath



Matthew 27:57-58 King James Version

57 When the even was come, there came a rich
man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also
himself was Jesus' disciple:

58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of
Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be
delivered.



LOOK WHO SHOWS UP
AND
FINALLY MAKES A DECISION.....
PILATE!!!!



The epitome of indecision has no problem now
with giving Jesus’ body to Joseph

= |t is too late for Pilate to undo what he has
done



Let's focus on Joseph of Arimathaea for a bit

WHO WAS HE?



Mark 15:43 King James Version

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable
counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom
of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate,
and craved the body of Jesus.



He was a respected member of the Sanhedrin council



Luke 23:50 King James Version
50 And, behold, there was a man named
Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man,

and a just:



He was a good and just man, also a counsellor



Luke 23:51 King James Version

51 (The same had not consented to the counsel
and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, a
city of the Jews: who also himself waited for

the kingdom of God.



He did NOT vote for Jesus'
death when the Sanhedrin did



He was a rich man, as we previously just read in
Matthew 27



John 19:38 King James Version

38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a
disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the
Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away
the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave.
He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.



He was a secret disciple of Jesus,
fearing his fellow Jews



it is this last point that reveals a massive change in
Joseph

= He went from a secret disciple to being bold



WHERE THE DISCIPLES CLOSEST TO CHRIST FLED
AT HIS ARREST AND PETER DENIED HIM 3 TIMES,
JOSEPH ACTS AS A TRUE DISCIPLE!!!!



Mark 15:43 King James Version

43 Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable
counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom
of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate,
and craved the body of Jesus.



DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE THE STRENGTH
AND COURAGE THIS TOOK!!!!

Romans dumped the body of crucified criminals in
trash heaps or left the bodies hanging on the cross
for vultures to eat

This was meant as a message to everyone loud
and clear....



FOLLOW THE RULES OR SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES

Slide: Joseph risked the disfavor and discipline of the
Sanhedrin, in addition to the Romans



Matthew 27:59-60 King James Version

59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,

60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great
stone to the door of the sepulchre, and
departed.



Joseph’s gift of a tomb fulfills the prophecy of
FIELEEE



Isaiah 53:9 King James Version

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death; because he had done
no violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth.



POWER, POSITION, FAME AND WEALTH:

NONE OF THESE MAKE YOU BOLD FOR JESUS!!I



ONLY TRUE HEART CONDITION DOES!!!!



Hebrews 2:17 King James Version

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for
the sins of the people.



1 Peter 3:18 King James Version
18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,

the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but

quickened by the Spirit:



Christ is the savior of the rich and poor alike



Matthew 27:61 King James Version
61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.



The two Mary's sitting at the tomb

THEY SEE THE STONE COVERING JESUS' TOMB



Despite the pain, grief and sorrow,
they are loyal to God



LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT WHO IS NOT LOYAL



Matthew 27:62-66 King James Version

62 Now the next day, that followed the day of
the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees
came together unto Pilate,

63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver
said, while he was yet alive, After three days |
will rise again.



64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be
made sure until the third day, lest his disciples
come by night, and steal him away, and say
unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so
the last error shall be worse than the first.

65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go
your way, make it as sure as ye can.

66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure,
sealing the stone, and setting a watch.



These are the tactics and lengths that the
enemy goes to to cover up and lie about the
truth

HE USES CHURCH PEOPLE TO DO



The unbelievers had 2 problems



First problem:
Christ’s proclamation of rising from the dead



= The disciples, their families and friends had
all heard this intensely for the last few
months

= Even though they may not have understood
it completely at the time, they knew
something was going to happen



John 11:27 King James Version

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: | believe that
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which
should come into the world.



1 John 4:15 King James Version
15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in

God.



Second problem: The message of the risen Lord



= They thought Jesus’ disciples would steal his
body, but they themselves were worried
about being hunted down like animals



= |f the disciples lied about the resurrection,
they would’ve lost the most because they
sacrificed everything to follow Jesus

= they would’ve deceived others by lying
about everything Christ had taught them



Romans 4:24 King James Version

24 But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed,
if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead;



1 Corinthians 15:3-4 King James Version

3 For | delivered unto you first of all that which
| also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures:



The unbelievers ask Pilate to seal the tomb
and sets a guard patrol to watch over it



SEE HOW MUCH POWER PILATE TRULY HAD??



He grants their request



WHAT STONE HAVE YOU PLACED OVER YOUR LIFE

TO NOT LET JESUS IN??



Mark 16:1-2

1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James,
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that
they might come and anoint him.

2 And very early in the morning the first day of
the week, they came unto the sepulchre at the

rising of the sun.



A few key points here:

= “when the Sabbath past” meant after 6pm
Saturday evening, which was an appropriate
time to buy spices and not visit tombs

= the woman already knew where Jesus was
dead and buried



= they did not violate the Sabbath rules to take
care of Christ's body

= despite their pain and sorrow, they acted
sensibly



THEY ARE ABOUT TO ASK A QUESTION.
THAT WILL ECHO FOR ETERNITY



Mark 16:3-4 King James Version

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall
roll us away the stone from the door of the
sepulchre?

4 And when they looked, they saw that the
stone was rolled away: for it was very great.



THE STONE SPEAKS OF THE EFFORTS OF
THE ENEMIES OF JESUS:

= Sealed by the Roman empire

= done at the request of the priests and
Pharisees (CHURCH PEOPLE!!!)

= Natural and supernatural forces at work to
keep Christ in the tomb



THE STONE SPEAKS ON ANYTHING THAT
SEPARATES US FROM OUR GOD:

= Think of all the distractions in modern
society
that attempt to keep us from God

= why are the most popular sporting events on
late Saturday nights or Sunday morning??



= why are parties on the same time frame?

= why have so many people stopped coming
to church for petty reasons?



WE NEED TO REJOICE!!!!



THE STONE WASN’T ROLLED BACK
FOR JESUS' BENEFIT.......

IT WAS FOR US TO BE MADE WITNESSES
TO THE RESURRECTION!!!!



Mark 16:5-7 King James Version

5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white
garment; and they were affrighted.

6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek
Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he
is not here: behold the place where they laid him.

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he
goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him,
as he said unto you.



The angels declare Christ is risen



Peter is specifically called out

He has found redemption in God's eyes



The OT law and promises have been fulfulled



2 Corinthians 1:20 King James Version
20 For all the promises of God in him are yea,
and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.



2 Timothy 2:13 King James Version
13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he
cannot deny himself.



WE HAVE NOW WALKED THE ROAD
TO RESURRECTION SUNDAY



WE HAVE WITNESSED PILATE'S INDECISIVENESS

WE HAVE WITNESSED THE CROWDS AT THE CROSS

WE HAVE WITNESSED THE ENEMIES OF JESUS
ATTEMPTING TO SEAL

TO SEAL HIM INSIDE THE TOMB WITH A GIANT
STONE



WHO SHALL ROLL AWAY THE STONE???






LET US ALL BE WITNESSES AND SPREAD THE GOSPEL

AS OUR LORD COMMANDED UNTL HIS RETURN!!!!
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