


Have you ever tried to start an 
argument with God?



What was the outcome?



We’re going to examine a story 
today where this takes place



John 4:1-4 King James Version
1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees 
had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples 
than John,
2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)
3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.
4 And he must needs go through Samaria.



Jesus leaves Judea for John’ sake



The religious leaders were using 
Christ’s popularity to diminish 

John’s ministry



Note the wording here “he must 
needs go through Samaria”

→ Samaria needed the word just as
much as anyone.

→ This was not the preferred route
for a Jew to take during this time 
in history.



JEWS AND SAMARITANS HAD DEEP 
SEEDED HATRED FOR ONE 

ANOTHER

BUT WHY?



There are 2 main reasons



Samaritans were half-breeds by birth

→ King of Assyria captured the tribes of Israel 
and scattered them all over (2 Kings 17:6-41)

→ He took people from the Assyrian empire to
repopulate Samaria

→ Intermarriage was a natural side effect of this



Samaritans were half-breeds by religion

→ The transplanted people brought 
their own religion and gods to worship

→ The God of Israel ceased to reign

supreme in their lives



THIS IS THE ROAD CHRIST IS 
WILLING TO TRAVEL ON 

TO SAVE SOULS!!!



John 4:5-6 King James Version

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called 
Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave 
to his son Joseph.
6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being 
wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it 
was about the sixth hour.



3 major Bible events happened at Sychar:

→ Jacob bought land (Gen 33:19)
→ Jacob willed the land to Joseph

before he died (Gen 48:22)
→ Joseph’s bones were buried there

(Joshua 24:32)



At the "sixth hour”, or noon, the 
Bible makes it a point to tell us that 

Jesus is weary and tired 



ARE YOU TOO TIRED TO DO 
GOD'S WORK???



Jesus wasn't too tired to witness 
or 

to care



John 4:7-9 King James Version

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: 
Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.
8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to 
buy meat.)
9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is 
it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which 
am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans.



The unnamed woman of Samaria 
asks Jesus a direct question 



WHEN GOD KNOWS WE CARE, 
HE CAN PUT THE THOSE IN NEED 

DIRECTLY ALONG OUR PATH!!!



John 4:10-14 King James Version

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give 
me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water.
11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence 
then hast thou that living water?



12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave 
us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his 
children, and his cattle?
13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again:
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.



The living water is the gift of God in 
our lives, a gift none of us earned 

or deserved



Jeremiah 2:13 King James Version

13 For my people have committed two evils; they 
have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 
hold no water.



Zechariah 13:1 King James Version
1 In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
for sin and for uncleanness.



Isaiah 58:11 King James Version
11 And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and 
satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water, whose waters fail not.



The living water would end the void 
in this woman’s life, which Jesus is 

about to expose to her directly



John 4:15-18 King James Version
15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.
16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and 
come hither. 17 The woman answered and said, I 
have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well 
said, I have no husband: 18 For thou hast had five 
husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy 
husband: in that saidst thou truly.



This woman misunderstood what Christ was 
trying to say, like so many before her

→ All she could comprehend was physical thirst



Before she could be made whole, 
Jesus forces her to confront her sin 

and deal with it



She had the symptoms of a disease but 
didn’t know what the disease was 



James 1:21 King James Version
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity 
of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the 
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.



Ezra 10:11 King James Version
11 Now therefore make confession unto the Lord 
God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and 
separate yourselves from the people of the land, and 
from the strange wives.



Christ wouldn't allow her to evade her sin either, 
he makes it known the man she was currently 

living with wasn't her husband



Proverbs 28:13 King James Version
13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy.



Jeremiah 23:34 King James Version
34 And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the 
people, that shall say, The burden of the Lord, I will 
even punish that man and his house.



Jeremiah 3:13 King James Version
13 Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast 
transgressed against the Lord thy God, and hast 
scattered thy ways to the strangers under every 
green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, 
saith the Lord.



HOW DOES SHE RESPOND???



BY ATTEMPTING TO START 
A RELIGIOUS ARGUMENT



John 4:19-24 King James Version
19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that 
thou art a prophet.
20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye 
say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought 
to worship.
21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.



22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we 
worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.



The Samaritans believed God's 
presence was on Mount Gerizim , 

not Jerusalem 



GOD CARES ABOUT HOLY PEOPLE, 
NOT HOLY PLACES!!!!



GOD CAN NOT BE CONFINED TO 
A PHYSICAL BUILDING



1 Corinthians 6:19-20 King James Version
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own?
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.



Ezekiel 36:27 King James Version
27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments, and do them.



Jesus doesn't fall into the trap.
of having a religious argument, 

he avoids the confrontation 
altogether by his response



A LITTLE BIT OF TESTIMONY FROM THIS WOMAN…..

IS ABOUT TO BE WORTH SO MUCH MORE THAN 
THE ARGUMENT SHE TRIED TO START!!!!



John 4:27 King James Version
27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled
that he talked with the woman: yet no man said, 
What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her?



The response of the disciples shows us two things:

→ the racism and prejudice between Jews and 
Samaritans

→ giving instructions to a woman being regarded as 
a waste of time



Galatians 3:28 King James Version
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for 
ye are all one in Christ Jesus.



Romans 10:12 King James Version
12 For there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon him.



John 4:28-30 King James Version
28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her 
way into the city, and saith to the men,
29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that 
ever I did: is not this the Christ?
30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto 
him.



THIS WOMAN’S TESTIMONY IS PROVEN 
GOOD ENOUGH FOR MEN OF THE CITY TO 
COME AND SEE CHRIST FOR THEMSELVES



Mark 5:19 King James Version
19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto 
him, Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great 
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had 
compassion on thee.



Isaiah 63:7 King James Version
7 I will mention the loving kindnesses of the Lord, 
and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the 
Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great goodness 
toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed 
on them according to his mercies, and according to 
the multitude of his loving kindnesses.



Daniel 4:2 King James Version
2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders 
that the high God hath wrought toward me.



HAVING A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
GOD WILL COMPLETELY CHANGE PEOPLE’S 

PERCEPTION OF YOU!!!!!



SO HOW DOES THIS STORY END???



John 4:38-42 King James Version
38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no 
labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into 
their labours.
39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed 
on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, 
He told me all that ever I did.
40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, 
they besought him that he would tarry with them: 
and he abode there two days.



41 And many more believed because of his own 
word;
42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not 
because of thy saying: for we have heard him 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, 
the Saviour of the world.



THE ARGUMENT THIS UNNAMED 
WOMAN TRIED TO START WITH JESUS?

HE DIDN’T ALLOW IT TO HAPPEN!!!



WHAT DID HE DO INSTEAD? 

HE PLANTED A TESTIMONY IN HER HEART!!!!



THAT LITTLE BIT OF TESTIMONY?? 

IT GOT AN ENTIRE TOWNS WORTH OF 
PEOPLE SAVED!!!!!!



CAN WE BE LIKE THIS UNNAMED 
WOMAN OF SAMARIA TODAY?

CAN WE TRY AND NOT ARGUE WITH GOD??



CAN WE LET GOD PLANT 
A TESTIMONY IN OUR HEARTS??

CAN WE BREAKDOWN 
RACIAL 

AND 
SOCIETAL BARRIERS 

TO HELP THOSE IN NEED??



JUST LIKE THE SAMARIAN WOMAN, 
LET OUR TESTIMONY BE TO

TELL THE ENTIRE WORLD ABOUT

THE GOODNESS OF GOD!!!!




