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We just went through
a year of massive change,
and
who knows what awaits us in 2025



How difficult was this past year for you?



There are no resets, no continues,
or
do-overs



The words ' WHAT IF" are extremely
scary and frightening to people



WHAT IF......

WE MAKE THEM WORDS
OF
ENCOURAGEMENT AND FAITH??



John 8:1-2 King James Version
1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.
2 And early in the morning he came
again into the temple, and all the

people came unto him; and he sat
down, and taught them.



These introductory verses are meant to
remind us that a Christian’s life should
be relatively peaceful and quiet.

We are not meant to live
in constant chaos!!!



Note the secret to Jesus'
calm and peace:

ALONE TIME WITH GOD



This is where he got, and we get,
our strength, faith, and courage



In Greek, the words

" came" and "taught”
are a continuous action



THAT MEANS PEOPLE KEPT COMING TO
JESUS, AND HE KEPT TEACHING THEM



John 8:3-6 King James Version

3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought
unto him a woman taken in adultery; and
when they had set her in the midst,

4 They say unto him, Master, this woman
was taken in adultery, in the very act.

5 Now Moses in the law commanded us,
that such should be stoned: but what
sayest thou?



6 This they said, tempting him, that
they might have to accuse him. But
Jesus stooped down, and with his
finger wrote on the ground, as though
he heard them not.



There is no question about
the woman’s guilt:

= caught in the act
- doesn’t plead innocence

- Jesus doesn’t accuse her accusers



ALWAYS REMEMBER AS PART OF THIS
STORY, THE UNKNOWN/UNNAMED
MAN WAS JUST AS GUILTY AS THE
WOMAN!!!]



Leviticus 20:10 King James Version

10 And the man that committeth
adultery with another man's wife, even
he that committeth adultery with his
neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the
adulteress shall surely be put to death.



Deuteronomy 22:22-24 KJV

22 If a man be found lying with a woman
married to an husband, then they shall
both of them die, both the man that lay
with the woman, and the woman: so
shalt thou put away evil from Israel.

23 If a damsel that is a virgin be
betrothed unto an husband, and a man
find her in the city, and lie with her;



24 Then ye shall bring them both out
unto the gate of that city, and ye shall
stone them with stones that they die;
the damsel, because she cried not,
being in the city; and the man, because
he hath humbled his neighbour's wife:
so thou shalt put away evil from among
you.



These two thought, just like today,
that they could get keep what they did
a secret and no one would find out!



WHY WASN'T THE
UKNOWN/UNNAMED MAN EXPOSED
LIKE THE WOMAN WAS?



= He might’ve fled

—> Societies acceptance of crimes by
men over women

- He might’ve been someone who was
feared or could’ve bought off his
accusers



WE KNOW THE MAN AND
WOMAN ARE GUILTY,

BUT WHO ELSE CARRIES GUILT
AND
OR
BLAME IN THIS STORY?



1. The witnhesses to the crime

2. The religionists who try and trap
Jesus



Under OT Jewish law,
it took 2 people to convict a person



THE WITNESSES WERE SINNERS
JUST LIKE THE ADULTERERS WERE!!



Imperfect people judging
imperfect people



She was publicly exposed and shamed



Why didn’t they hold her somewhere
privately until a decision was made?



THE RELIGIONISTS USE THIS
MAN AND WOMAN AS PAWNS
IN THEIR GRAND SCHEME

THEY WEREN'T INTERESTED
IN JUSTICE!!!



Here is the trap they laid out for
our Lord:

- If Jesus said the woman was not
guilty, he would’ve broken Jewish
law and appeared to condone the act

- If Jesus said to stone her as the old
law said to do, he would violate
Roman law which didn’t consider
adultery a death sentence



John 18:31 King James Version

31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye
him, and judge him according to your
law. The Jews therefore said unto him,

It is not lawful for us to put any man to
death:



THIS IS THE HYPOCRISY THAT STILL
EXISTS TODAY BY THE ENEMIES OF GOD



People who judge others feel entitlted
and
better than those they are accusing



HOW DOES JESUS RESPOND?



John 8:6-8 King James Version

6 This they said, tempting him, that they
might have to accuse him. But Jesus
stooped down, and with his finger wrote
on the ground, as though he heard them
not. 7 So when they continued asking
him, he lifted up himself, and said unto
them, He that is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And
again he stooped down, and wrote on
the ground.



Jesus “stooped down.....and wrote..."



WHAT DOES THIS REPRESENT?



Physically lowering himself
to come down and save us



WHAT DID HE WRITE ON THE GROUND???



Isn’t it odd the Bible never tells us?

Was it Scripture?
The Ten Commandments?



The Bible tells us that they kept asking,
so he physically gets up to answer them
with one of the most quoted
verses of all time

then physically stoops down a 2nd time



WHAT IF.......

WE LISTEN TO GOD
WHEN HE’S TRYING
TO TELL US SOMETHING?



Remember, at no point in this story is
Christ diminishing the act of adultery

God's standards are unchanging



JESUS WILL NOT ALLOW SIN
TO GO UNCHECKED!!!

HE WILL PHYSICALLY LIFT HIMSELF UP
TO FACE IT, AND JUDGE IT!!!!



John 8:9 King James Version

9 And they which heard it, being
convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the
eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus

was left alone, and the woman standing
in the midst.



This is the true test of God’s word
and it’s effect on our lives.....

ALL YOUR ACCUSERS ARE DEFEATED
AND DISAPPEAR!!!I

YOU AND GOD ARE LEFT STANDING ONE



John 3:19 King James Version

19 And this is the condemnation, that
light is come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil.



Romans 3:10 King James Version
10 As it is written, There is none
righteous, no, not one:



Also, note the wording of the famous
casting stone verse:

- God places a limitation on casting
stones

- Only God can judge

- Our lack of perfection makes us
incapable of casting stones at ANYONE



Romans 3:9-12 King James Version

9 What then? are we better than they?
No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they
are all under sin; 10 As it is written, There
is none righteous, no, not one: 11 There
is none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God. 12 They are all
gone out of the way, they are together
become unprofitable; there is none that
doeth good, no, not one.



John 8:10-11 King James Version

10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none
but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are
those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her,
Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more.



One on one with God,
look at the questions he asks her

WE ARE ALL THIS
ADULTEROUS WOMAN!!!



The questions God asks her (us) force
her (us) to answer him truthfully, and
expose ourselves for what we truly are



Repentance is mandatory for forgiveness



John 5:14 King James Version

14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the
temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou
art made whole: sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee.



Luke 24:47 King James Version

47 And that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.



1 Corinthians 15:34 King James Version
34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not;
for some have not the knowledge of
God: | speak this to your shame.



The adulterous woman was forgiven by
God, and given a commandment

THIS WAS THE START OF HER
NEW LIFE!!!!



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE START OF YOUR NEW LIFE?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOU RE-DEDICATE YOURSELF TO GOD
AND
CONFESS YOUR SINS?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOU STOP LOOKING BACK
AND
LOOK TO JESUS?

(Hebrews 12:2)



Hebrews 12:2 King James Version

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at
the right hand of the throne of God.



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED?



Acts 4:31-33 King James Version

31 And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled
together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word
of God with boldness. 32 And the
multitude of them that believed were of
one heart and of one soul:



neither said any of them that ought of
the things which he possessed was his
own; but they had all things common.
33 And with great power gave the
apostles witness of the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was
upon them all.



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOUR CHILDREN GET RIGHT WITH GOD?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOUR SPOUSE COMES TO GOD?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOU CONQUER
THAT NEGATIVE ATTITUDE?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
YOU GET ALL YOUR BILLS PAID
AND
GET OUT OF DEBT?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
GOD RESTORES YOUR MARRIAGE?



WHAT IF....

2025 IS THE YEAR
GOD RESTORES YOUR HEALTH?



ALL THESE THINGS
CAN HAPPEN IN OUR LIVES!!!]

WHAT IF.......

WE LET GOD MAKE IT HAPPEN???
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