


Being afraid and fearful of what “might” 
happen can block the blessings 

God has in store for you



Don’t fall victim to the trap of living in fear

WHO DID FALL INTO THIS TRAP?



JACOB



Genesis 32:1-3 King James Version
1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of 
God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is 
God's host: and he called the name of that 
place Mahanaim.
3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to 
Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the 
country of Edom.



Remember the backstory here:

➡️ He stole his brother Esau’s birthright and
inheritance (Genesis 27)

➡️ deceived his father in the process

➡️ Esau hated Jacob for this and wanted him
dead, causing Jacob to flee to Haran for 
20 years



➡️ Rebekah told Jacob she would keep an eye
on Esau and let him know when it was 
safe to return

➡️ That word never came, so Jacob assumed
Esau was still out for blood



Jacob is forced to confront his fears, 
and he thought he was alone



GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US DURING 
OUR DARKEST TIMES!!!!



2 Chronicles 16:9 King James Version
9 For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf 
of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein 
thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth 
thou shalt have wars.



Psalm 34:7 King James Version
7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth
them.



Psalm 125:2 King James Version
2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so 
the Lord is round about his people from henceforth 
even for ever.



God opens Jacob’s eyes and allows him to see the 
angels that are surrounding him and his caravan



The word “Mahanaim” means large group 
or 

host/camp



THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DETAIL BECAUSE 
OF WHAT IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN



Genesis 32:4-5 King James Version
4 And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall 
ye speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, and 
stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and 
menservants, and womenservants: and I have 
sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy 
sight.



Jacob addresses his brother Esau with respect 
and reverance seeking reconciliation 



He lets his brother know of his 
condition after 20 years, and seeks to 
find favor in his sight to enter the land



It appears the deceiver has truly changed



Proverbs 29:23 King James Version
23 A man's pride shall bring him low: but 
honour shall uphold the humble in spirit.



Titus 3:2 King James Version
2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but 
gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.



Romans 12:3 King James Version
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every 
man that is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.



BUT HOW WAS ESAU TO TRULY KNOW 
HIS TWIN BROTHER HAD TRULY CHANGED??



Genesis 32:6 King James Version
6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, 
We came to thy brother Esau, and also he cometh to 
meet thee, and four hundred men with him.



An apparent report of ill will



Was Jacob coming in peace?

Was he coming to lay claim to their father’s 
inheritance, including what Esau had used to build 

up his own wealth and territory?



ONLY TRUE HEART CONDITION DOES!!!!
WHAT RESPONSE DOES THIS FORCE OUT OF JACOB?



Genesis 32:7-8 King James Version
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: 
and he divided the people that was with him, 
and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into 
two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, 
and smite it, then the other company which is 
left shall escape.



JACOB’S FEAR AFFECTED HIS STATE OF MIND



Fear was the bitter taste in a cup full of 
blessings



DID HE NOT REMEMBER GOD JUST SHOWED 
HIM AN ARMY OF ANGELS SURROUNDING 

AND PROTECTING HIM?



Isaiah 41:10 King James Version
10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.



Hebrews 13:6 King James Version
6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me.



A fearful state of mind:

➡️ destroys families
➡️ destroys friendships
➡️ destroys businesses
➡️ destroys lives



HOW HAS FEAR AFFECTED 
YOUR STATE OF MIND?



Genesis 32:9-12 King James Version
9 And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst unto 
me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, 
and I will deal well with thee:
10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, 
and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto 
thy servant; for with my staff I passed over this 
Jordan; and now I am become two bands.



11 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my 
brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the mother with 
the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and 
make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.



JACOB’S FEAR AFFECTED HIS 
SPIRITUAL/PRAYER LIFE



These verses are perhaps Jacob’s first recorded 
prayer in the Bible

➡️ confesses his unworthiness before God

➡️ confesses God’s blessings in his life, from
when he had nothing but a rod in his hand 
to the wealth and prosperity he has now



Isaiah 65:24 King James Version
24 And it shall come to pass, that before they 
call, I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear.



Jeremiah 1:8 King James Version
8 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.



2 Timothy 4:18 King James Version
18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every 
evil work, and will preserve me unto his 
heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.



Unfortunately, Jacob contradicts himself in 
verses 11-12



FEAR AND FAITH CAN NOT CO-EXIST!!!



You can’t say you have faith in God in one hand, 
and be praying out of fear in the other



HAS YOUR FEAR AFFECTED YOUR 
SPIRITUAL/PRAYER LIFE?



Genesis 32:13-21 King James Version
13 And he lodged there that same night; and 
took of that which came to his hand a present 
for Esau his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and twenty he 
goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty 
kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten 
foals.



16 And he delivered them into the hand of his 
servants, every drove by themselves; and said 
unto his servants, Pass over before me, and put 
a space betwixt drove and drove.
17 And he commanded the foremost, saying, 
When Esau my brother meeteth thee, and 
asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and 
whither goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?



18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant 
Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau: 
and, behold, also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the second, and the 
third, and all that followed the droves, saying, 
On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when 
ye find him.



20 And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant 
Jacob is behind us. For he said, I will appease 
him with the present that goeth before me, 
and afterward I will see his face; peradventure 
he will accept of me.
21 So went the present over before him: and 
himself lodged that night in the company.



JACOB’S FEAR AFFECTED HIS 
HANDLING OF MONEY



He sends a massive gift to Esau:

➡️ goats
➡️ ewes
➡️ rams
➡️ camels
➡️ cows
➡️ donkeys



THESE GIFTS WERE GIVEN OUT OF FEAR



Was this much really necessary?

On the surface it seems extremely 
generous, but the primary motive behind it

was Jacob’s fear of his brother



It also exposes a deeper problem



HAS FEAR AFFECTED YOUR 
HANDLING OF MONEY?



Have you stopped tithing?

Have you stopped giving back
to God what is rightfully his?



Genesis 33:1-3 King James Version
1 And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto Leah, and unto 
Rachel, and unto the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and their children 
foremost, and Leah and her children after, and 
Rachel and Joseph hindermost. 3 And he passed over 
before them, and bowed himself to the ground seven 
times, until he came near to his brother.



JACOB’S FEAR AFFECTED HIS FAMILY



Jacob sees his brother and 400 men 
coming

WHAT DOES HE DO? PANIC!!



Look at what he does



He shows favoritism amongst his own family by 
the order that he separates them:

➡️ servants and their children 1st

➡️ Leah and her children 2nd

➡️ Rachel and Joseph last



This was done to give his favorite wives and 
children a better chance at escape in case 

Esau attacked 



DO YOU THINK THEY FORGOT ABOUT 
THIS AFTER THE FACT?



HOW HAS FEAR AFFECTED YOUR FAMILY?



Our families need to see us act in faith, not fear



HOW DOES THIS ALL END?



Genesis 33:4 King James Version
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced 
him, and fell on his neck, and kissed him: 
and they wept.



The twin brothers embrace and weep



So much lost time between them

➡️ Esau had forgiven Jacob a long time ago

➡️ Jacob’s fears had no foundation



DO WE SEE NOW HOW DEVASTATING 
LIVING  IN FEAR CAN BE?



FEAR AFFECTS YOUR STATE OF MIND

FEAR AFFECTS YOUR SPIRITUAL/PRAYER LIFE

FEAR AFFECTS YOUR HANDLING OF MONEY

FEAR AFFECTS YOUR FAMILY



DO NOT LET WHAT HAPPENED TO JACOB 
HAPPEN TO YOU!!!!



FEAR AND FAITH CAN NOT CO-EXIST!!!!



GOD IS BIGGER THAN ALL YOUR FEARS!!!

LET US MAKE IT A POINT TO ACT IN FAITH…..
NOT IN FEAR!!!!




