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TEARS IN THE MIDST 

OF TRIUMPH
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The triumphal entry of Jesus to Jerusalem
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• Palm Sunday so called because of the palm 
branches used by the people in the crowd 
witnessing his arrival
• recorded by all 4 gospel writers



His arrival into Jerusalem begins the final week of 

Jesus’ earthly life
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• he was to suffer and die
• Passover was only a few days away, and there 
were probably tens if not hundreds of thousands of 
people/pilgrims there
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Luke 19:28

And when he had thus spoken, he went before, 
ascending up to Jerusalem.



“ascending up to Jerusalem”
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• there was danger in that statement
• his life was already threatened in Jerusalem 
previously (John 10:22-40)
• after he raised Lazarus from the dead, the threat 
level increased
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This verse shows Jesus’ drive to move towards 
Jerusalem in order to complete his purpose 

and fulfill prophecy
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Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal 

of an ass.
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Daniel 9:25

Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to restore and 
to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two 
weeks: the street shall be built again, and the 

wall, even in troublous times.



This verse also shows submission to God’s will
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• last supper/trial/scourging/torture/death on the 
cross
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Luke 19:29

And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the 

mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples,



Bethphage
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• means “House of Figs”, a suburb of Jerusalem
• note that Jesus arrives here by foot, not on some 
fancy chariot or horseback
• this shows God’s humbleness in coming to save us



Bethany
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• city that was the home of Mary, Martha and 
Lazarus
• this is where Jesus stayed when he was 
ministering around Jerusalem, he had no 
permanent home



13

Matthew 8:20

And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 

man hath not where to lay his head.
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Luke 19:30

Saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in 
the which at your entering ye shall find a colt 

tied, whereon yet never man sat: loose him, and 
bring him hither.
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Luke 19:31

And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? 
thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath 

need of him.



16

Jesus gives two of his disciples specific instructions 
before he enters Jerusalem

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE THE ROLE 

THESE TWO UNNAMED, UNSUNG HEROES

PLAYED IN THIS STORY!!!!

JUST AS IMPORTANT IS THE ANIMAL TO 

BE USED HERE: A COLT



Why a colt?
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• there were considered noble animals
• used by kings and emissaries when they entered a 
city to symbolize PEACEFUL intentions
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Judges 5:10

Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that sit in 
judgment, and walk by the way.
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Judges 10:4

And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty ass 
colts, and they had thirty cities, which are called 
Havothjair unto this day, which are in the land of 

Gilead.



A conquering king would enter a city on a stallion 

or chariot, not a colt
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• this shows Jesus was not arriving as a military 
commander, but as the Prince of Peace
• the colt symbolizes service and sacredness 
(“whereon no man ever sat”)
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Deut 21:3

And it shall be, that the city which is next unto 
the slain man, even the elders of that city shall 
take an heifer, which hath not been wrought 
with, and which hath not drawn in the yoke;
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1 Samuel 6:7

Now therefore make a new cart, and take two 
milch kine, on which there hath come no yoke, 

and tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves 
home from them:
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NOW, LET US TAKE A LOOK AT THE INSTRUCTIONS
JESUS GAVE TO THE DISCIPLES



“Go ye into the village over against you….”
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• Go/take action/move all mean NO LAZINESS!!!!
• village equals home, start at home

YOUR 1ST CHURCH IS ALWAYS YOUR 

HOUSEHOLD!!!!

HOW CAN YOU BE A DISCIPLE IF YOUR 

HOME IS IN CHAOS???



“…ye shall find a colt tied…”
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• Jesus knows all about our future, nothing can take 
him by surprise
• the fact that it’s tied alludes to the bondage of sin

WHAT HAS YOU TIED UP TODAY IN 

BONDAGE?



“….loose him and and bring him hither”
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• free those that are constrained by sin
• bring the newly freed to Jesus



“…if any man ask you…..the Lord hath need of 

him”
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• there will ALWAYS be public opinion/opposition in 
bringing people to Jesus
• a new purpose in life for the newly freed
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Luke 19:32

And they that were sent went their way, and 
found even as he had said unto them.
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Luke 19:33

And as they were loosing the colt, the owners 
thereof said unto them, Why loose ye the colt?
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Luke 19:34

And they said, The Lord hath need of him.
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Luke 19:35

And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast 
their garments upon the colt, and they set Jesus 

thereon.
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Luke 19:36

And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way.



The disciples obeyed Jesus’ commands explicitly
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• their submission and dedication to God’s plan, not 
deviating from instructions

CAN YOU OBEY GOD’S COMMANDS IN 

YOUR LIFE THE SAME WAY TODAY?



They used their own garments as a saddle, and sat 

Jesus upon the colt
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• stubbornness of man/donkey/nature/everything 
must submit to God’s will
• the call to surrender must be answered
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Luke 19:37

And when he was come nigh, even now at the 
descent of the mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 

works that they had seen;
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Luke 19:38

Saying, Blessed be the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in 

the highest.



The people praise God for all the mighty works 

they have seen and heard
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• miracle after miracle had been seen and talked 
about
• thousands upon thousands were waving palm 
branches and throwing down their garments/cloaks 
to honor our Lord
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John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
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Romans 14:17

For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.
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Psalm 29:11

The LORD will give strength unto his people; the 
LORD will bless his people with peace.
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Luke 19:39

And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude 
said unto him, Master, rebuke thy disciples.
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Luke 19:40

And he answered and said unto them, I tell you 
that, if these should hold their peace, the stones 

would immediately cry out.



The hostile, murderous religious authorities had 

already given word to hunt down and arrest Jesus 

(John 11:57)
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• despite the threats, Jesus publicly and 
triumphantly entered Jerusalem
• Jesus’ response demonstrates his deity by saying 
that if everyone stopped praising, nature itself 
would start
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Psalms 69:34

Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, 
and every thing that moveth therein.
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Isaiah 44:23

Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: 
shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth 
into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every 

tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified himself in Israel.
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Isaiah 49:13

Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into singing, O mountains: for the 

LORD hath comforted his people, and will have 
mercy upon his afflicted.
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NOW ON PALM SUNDAY….
WE ARE ABOUT TO SEE TEARS 
IN THE MIDDLE OF TRIUMPH
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Luke 19:41

And when he was come near, he beheld the city, 
and wept over it,
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Luke 19:42

Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 

peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.



“He beheld the city…”
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• breathtaking Jerusalem, breathtaking view
• the pomp and ceremony of the occasion

IT WAS ALL SUPERFICIAL!!!!



The crowds speak of peace, but in a few days they 

will revile Jesus and seek his death
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• The people failed to grasp that their deepest need 
was reconciliation with God
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JESUS SAW JERUSALEM FOR THE FAILED STATE
THAT IT WAS!!

IT LITERALLY MAKES GOD CRY!!!!!
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IF GOD EXAMINES YOUR INNER BEING TODAY,
WOULD IT MAKE HIM CRY??



Jesus weeps because the people didnt know the way 

to peace
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• they were “hid from there eyes”
• you can’t get away with your hidden sin forever
• everything done in the dark comes to light
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John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
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Romans 5:1

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
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John 16:33

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.
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Luke 19:43

For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies 
shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee 

round, and keep thee in on every side,
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Luke 19:44

And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy 
children within thee; and they shall not leave in 

thee one stone upon another; because thou 
knewest not the time of thy visitation.
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God is describing the future destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 A.D. by the Romans

“shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another….”

TOTAL DESTRUCTION
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“…and thy children within thee…”

CITIES AND NATIONS 
FALL UNDER GOD’S JUDGMENT,

BUT IT IS PEOPLE WHO ARE AT FAULT!!!
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The historian Josephus estimated over 1 million 
people died in the Roman siege of Jerusalem, 

and over 97,000 taken captive
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John 8:24

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die 

in your sins.
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Romans 10:21

But to Israel he saith, All day long I have 
stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and 

gainsaying people.
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Proverbs 16:12

It is an abomination to kings to commit 
wickedness: for the throne is established by 

righteousness.
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PALM SUNDAY…..
TEARS IN THE MIDST OF TRIUMPH
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OUR LORD HAS COME TO DELIVER PEACE!!!!
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WILL YOU SUBMIT TO HIS WILL? 
LIKE THE DISCIPLES DID?

LIKE THE COLT DID?
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OR WILL YOUR LACK OF RECONCILATION 
WITH GOD CAUSE HIM TO CRY?



70

MAKE YOUR PEACE WITH GOD TODAY!!!



71

SO TEARS OF SORROW….
TURN INTO TEARS OF JOY!!!!
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