MORNING READING
James 1:17 NIV
17 Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of
the heavenly lights, who does not change
like shifting shadows.

MATTHEW 4:16-25
Matthew 4 (NIV)
Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted[a] by the devil.
2 After fasting forty days and forty nights,
he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to
him and said, “If you are the Son of God,
tell these stones to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man
shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth
of God.’[b]” 5 Then the devil took him to
the holy city and had him stand on the
highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are
the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is written:‘He will command
his angels concerning you, and they will
lift you up in their hands, so that you will
not strike your foot against a stone.’[c]”

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written:
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.’[d]” 8 Again, the devil took him to a
very high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he
said, “if you will bow down and worship
me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from
me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the
Lord your God, and serve him only.’[e]”

11 Then the devil left him, and angels
came and attended him.
Jesus Begins to Preach
12 When Jesus heard that John had been
put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee.
13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the
area of Zebulun and Naphtali 14 to fulfill
what was said through the prophet
Isaiah:15 “Land of Zebulun and land of
Naphtali, the Way of the Sea,

beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people living in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in the
land of the shadow of death a light has
dawned.”[f] 17 From that time on Jesus
began to preach, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near.”
Jesus Calls His First Disciples
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon

called Peter and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the lake, for
they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow
me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out
to fish for people.” 20 At once they left
their nets and followed him. 21 Going on
from there, he saw two other brothers,
James son of Zebedee and his brother
John. They were in a boat with their
father Zebedee, preparing their nets.
Jesus called them, 22 and immediately

they left the boat and their father and
followed him.
Jesus Heals the Sick
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and sickness
among the people. 24 News about him
spread all over Syria, and people brought
to him all who were ill with various
diseases, those suffering severe pain, the

demon-possessed, those having seizures,
and the paralyzed; and he healed them.
25 Large crowds from Galilee, the
Decapolis,[g] Jerusalem, Judea and the
region across the Jordan followed him.
Matthew 25:14-30 NIV
The Parable of the Bags of Gold
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a
journey, who called his servants and
entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one
he gave five bags of gold, to another two

bags, and to another one bag,[a] each
according to his ability. Then he went on
his journey. 16 The man who had
received five bags of gold went at once
and put his money to work and gained
five bags more. 17 So also, the one with
two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But
the man who had received one bag went
off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. 19 “After a long time the
master of those servants returned and

settled accounts with them. 20 The man
who had received five bags of gold
brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said,
‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold.
See, I have gained five more.’
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!’ 22 “The man
with two bags of gold also came.

‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with
two bags of gold; see, I have gained two
more.’ 23 “His master replied, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!’ 24 “Then the
man who had received one bag of gold
came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you
are a hard man, harvesting where you
have not sown and gathering where you

have not scattered seed. 25 So I was
afraid and went out and hid your gold in
the ground. See, here is what belongs to
you.’ 26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked,
lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest
where I have not sown and gather where
I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then,
you should have put my money on
deposit with the bankers, so that when I
returned I would have received it back
with interest.

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and
give it to the one who has ten bags. 29
For whoever has will be given more, and
they will have an abundance. Whoever
does not have, even what they have will
be taken from them. 30 And throw that
worthless servant outside, into the
darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’

Deuteronomy 8:18 King James Version
18 But thou shalt remember the LORD
thy God: for it is he that giveth thee
power to get wealth, that he may
establish his covenant which he sware
unto thy fathers, as it is this day.
Ecclesiastes 9:10
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
the grave, whither thou goest.

MATTHEW 25:16
The man who had received five bags of
gold went at once and put his money to
work and gained five bags more. 17 So
also, the one with two bags of gold
gained two more. 18 But the man who
had received one bag went off, dug a hole
in the ground and hid his master’s
money.

3 John 2-5 KJV
2 Beloved, I wish above all things that
thou mayest prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth.
2 Thessalonians 3:10 NIV
For even when we were with you, we
gave you this rule: "The one who is
unwilling to work shall not eat."
MATT25:19 “After a long time the master
of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them.

MATT 25:20 The man who had received
five bags of gold brought the other five.
‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with
five bags of gold. See, I have gained five
more.’
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good
and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share
your master’s happiness!’

MATT 25:22
“The man with two bags of gold also
came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted
me with two bags of gold; see, I have
gained two more.’
MATT 25:23
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge
of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness!’

Psalm 37:4 New King James Version
Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He
shall give you the desires of your heart.
MATT 25:24 “Then the man who had
received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’
he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man,
harvesting where you have not sown and
gathering where you have not scattered
seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and
hid your gold in the ground. See, here is
what belongs to you.’

MATT 25:26 “His master replied, ‘You
wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I
harvest where I have not sown and
gather where I have not scattered seed?
27 Well then, you should have put my
money on deposit with the bankers, so
that when I returned I would have
received it back with interest.
MATT 25:28 “‘So take the bag of gold
from him and give it to the one who has
ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be

given more, and they will have an
abundance. Whoever does not have,
even what they have will be taken from
them.
MATT25:30
And throw that worthless servant
outside, into the darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Ecclesiastes 9 King James Version
10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
in the grave, whither thou goest.
Psalm 123:4 New Living Translation
4 We have had more than our fill of the
scoffing of the proud and the contempt
of the arrogant.
Ecclesiastes 9 King James Version
10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,

do it with thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom,
in the grave, whither thou goest.
11 I returned, and saw under the sun,
that the race is not to the swift, nor the
battle to the strong, neither yet bread to
the wise, nor yet riches to men of
understanding, nor yet favour to men of
skill; but time and chance happeneth to
them all.

